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THIRTEEN UNiTED STATEs oF AMERICA.

HEN, 11 e Counle of homan Events, 'vesconay nqcerary: Fortone
People to diffolve the Political Binds which have connedted them with
poother, and to affume; smoag the Powers of ‘the Earrh,’ rhe feparare
and equal Saation to which the Laws of Nature and of Nature's GOD
entitle them; o decenit Refpes to.-the Opinions “of Mankind fequires

fhoutd aeclare the Caufes which imp:l them to theSeparatiods .
st all Men are _created equal_ chacihey ate
engowed, by their Crsavon, with certain unalienzble Rights, that among thefe are Life,
Liberty, and the Purfuic of-Happinefs.—That to™ fecure thefe Rights, Governments am
loftirated Men, deriving their jaft Powers.from the Confent-of tke Goverped, that
whenever any Form of Government becomis defiructive of thefe Endy, ¢ is the Right of
the People to ‘alter or to abofith ity and 10 faftiwree new Gbvérameng laying “its Founs
dation on fuch Principles, and orglanizing s Powers in fuch Form, 13 to them (hall feemt
moft likely to effie@ their Safery and Happinefs:s:” Prudence,. indeed,  will ditate," that
Gaveraments long eltablithed, l‘mnld poe be changed fo? light and tranfiene Canfery snd
sccordingly sl Experience fiath thewn, thar Mankind are more difpcfed to fuffer, while
Evils ate fufferable, than to right themfelves by abolithing ke Forms o which they ere
sccyltomed.© But when a long Train of Abufes and Ufurpations, putfuing invariably
the fame Objedt, evinces a Delign to seduce them under ablolute Defpotifm, it is their
Righe, it is their Duty, to throw bff fuch Government, and to provide new Guards for
their future Secutity. - Such has been the patient Sufferance of thefe Colonies 3 and fuch

tatt -
W hold thefe Truths 1o be &lf-evident,

.t now the Neceflity which confiraing them to alter their former Syltems of Government,

“The Hillory of the prefent King of Great-Britsin is a Hiftory of repeated Injusies and
Ulurpations, all having in dirett Obiject the Eftablithment of sn abfolute Tyraany orer
thefe Sutes. To prove this, ket Facts be fubmitted to & candid World.

Hx has refufed his Affent to Laws, the muft wholefome and neceffiry Tor the public

He has forbidden his Governors 10 pafs Laws of immediate and preming Importance,

palefs fufpended in their Operation il h:; Aﬁ';n! fhould be obtaiged , and when fo fuf
ends has uttesly neglected co sttend to them.

“mn rctufed to gal's ghn Laws for the Accummodstlon of [arge Diftricts of Pecple,
wnlfs thofe People would relinquifh the Righe of Reprek ia che Legift a
Right ineftimabic to them, and tormidable to Tyrants only

Hz has called togeihier Legiflative Dodies at Places unuvfualy uncomfortable, and
FRant from the Depofitory of “their public Racords, for. the fole Purpole of tatiguing
them into Compliance with his Meafures. N o

Hs has diffolved R ive Houfes » totoppofiog with manty Firmne(s
bis lavafions on tthigfu of the Pecple. o

Hz has refofed for  long Time, atter fuch Diffulutions, to cawme athers to be elelledy
whereby the Legitltive Powers, i “ of A hit have d 1o the People
at large for their exercife 3 the State remaining, in l_halmean Time, expofed t0all ths Dan—
gers of lovafion trom without, and Convulliont within,

He has endeavoured to prevent the Population of thefe Stares , for that Purpofe obs
firuQing the Laws for Nawralization of Foreigners ¢ refufing to pafs others toencourage
their Migrations hither, snd raifing the Condum}s of new Appropriations of Lands,

He his obitrufted the Adminifiration of Jultice, by refufiug his Afkat to Laws fax

lithing Judiciary Powers,
'"ﬁi“?'.af.{m J:,d es dependen, o his Wil alone, for the Tenure of their Officts,
and the Amnunt and Payment of their Salanes, X

}1z has ereted & Multitude of new Offices, and fent hither Swarms of Officers to bar
3fs our People, and eat out their Subftance,

He has kept among us, in Times of Peace,

of our Lepiflatures, . - .
He has afieétea 1o render the Military Independent of and fupesior to the Civil Power.

He: has combioed with others £ fubje@ us toa JuritdiQion foreignto our Conftitutions
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ana anackaowledged by oor Laws y piving bis Aflene to thels Acte o preenced Regff-
01 » N
For juartering lafge Bodies of Armed Troops stmong ufd
Vax, proteding them; by a rock Tiisl, flzon?l’unim fof sny Matderg WEiSkThey
fhould commit en th: Inhabitasits of thefe States
For cutting off our Trade with s}l Parts of the World.

For impufing Taxes on us without our Confent s .

Fonx depriving us, in many Cafes, of the Benefits of ‘Trial by Joryy

For tranfporting us beyond Seas 1o be tried for.prerended Otlences

For abolithing the fite Syftem of Englith Laws in a neighbouring Province,.ellablifhs
Ing therein an arbitrary G At, and enlarging its BounBaries, 10 as to remer it 28
once an E: k lnd’ﬁl'" for introduciog the farhe abiolute Rulé into thefe
Colonies .

For taking away cur Charters, sbolithing our moft valuable Laws. and sltering fune
damentally the Farms of our Governments « .

Fon fulpending our own Legiflatores, and declaring themfelves lavefled with Powerto
legiflate for us in all Cafes whatloever .

He has abdicated G i¢ Lere, by declaring ue out of his Proteétion, and waging
War againtt us

Her has plandered oor Se, eavaged our Coatts, burnt-our Towons, and deftroyed tha
Lives of our People. .

He is, 2t this Time, trznfporting lnr%_e Armies - of foreign Mercenaties to_complets
the Works of Death, Defolasion, and Tyranny, slreedy begun with Circumftances Yo
Crutlty and Perfidy, fcarcely paralleled b Ages, and totally uaworthy
the Head of a civilized Nation.

Hx has conftrained our Fellow-Citizens, taken Captive on the higk Ses, to bear Armat
xginit their Countey, to become the Executioners of their Friends and Bcthren, ot to
fall chemiclves by their Hands.

He has excited domeflic InfurrcQions amongft us, and has endsavoured to bring on
the Inhabitants of vur Frontiers, the mercilefs Indian Savages, whofe known Rule of
Wiartare, is an undiltinguithed Deftrution, of al] Ages, Sexes, and Conditions,

Ix every Stape of thefe Oppreflions we have Petitioned for Redrefs in the moft humbla
“Terms: Our repeated Petitions have been antwered only by repeated Injury, A Prineeg
whole Chara&er is tha: marked by every AR which may delne a Tyraat, isunfic_to,be
the Ruler of 4 fres People

Nox have we besn wanting in Attentions to out Britith Brethren.  We havewarmd
them, from Time to Time, of Attempts by theit Legifiature to extend an unwarrantahle
Jurildittion over us,  \We have reminded ther of the Ci s of our Emigtari
and Settlement here;  We have appealed to their native Juftice and Magnanimicy, and
we have conjured them by the Ties of our common Kindred ¢o dilavow thele Ufurpatie
ons, which would inevitably interrupt our C: ions snd Coerelpond They- tos
have been deat to the Voice ot JuBiice and of Confanguinity We mutt, therclore, ace
quicfee in tbe Neceflity, which denouaces our Separation, 20d hold themy as we hold the
Keft of Mankind, Enemies in War, in Leace Friends.

\Vr, therefore, the iteprefentatives of the UNITED STATES o3 AMERICA, In
GENERAL CONGRESS AH:mbled, appealing to the Supreme Judge of the World
for the ReQituce of cur Intentions, do, inthe szme, and by Authority of . the good
People of thefc Colonies, folemnly Publith and Daclare, That thefe United Colonies are,
and ot Right ought 10 be, FREE axp INDEPENDENT STATES) that-they are
ablolved trom all Allegiance to the Britifh Crown, and that. alt political Connexion bea
tween them and the Scate of Great-Uritain, i3, sad ovghe to be, tonlly difflvedy: hnd
that as FREE awp INDEPENDENT STATES, they have full Power to levy Warg
conclude Ieace, contra®t Alliances, * eftablith Commerce, and to du all other Acts and
Things which INDEPENDENT STATES may of Right do. * And for the Suppore
of this Decl iths firm Reli on the Prote®ion of DIVINE PROVIDENCE
we mutually picdge 1o cach other our Lives, our Forfunes, and our facred Hawar,

inthe moft b
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of the DECIARATION ¢ INDEPENDENCY, with the Nzmes of the MEMBERS of CONtGRESS. bliibing the tamm oklem toes
of tke UNITED STATLS, acd that they be defized to bave the fame put.on RECORD,

By Ouder of CONGRESS,

Joun Hawtock, Prefident.

e T

Barmone; fn MAxyLawn: Printed by Mary KATHARINE GODDARD.

Maryland State Archives, Documents for the Classroom
MSA SC 2221-2-19



